COMMEMORATIVE PROGRAM 


FOR THE 

CHRISTENING AND LAUNCH 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY (USNA) 
CLASS OF [969 NAVY CREW RACING SHELL 


USNA HUBBARD HALL BOAT HOUSE 
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
OCTOBER 25, 20 I 9 



Non Sibi Sed Patriae 


CELEBRATING: 

-50TH ANNIVERSARY OF USNA CLASS OF 1969 
-I00TH ANNIVERSARY OF USNA CLASS OF 1920 
-I50TH ANNIVERSARY OF NAVY CREW, 

AND ITS CHAMPION OARSMEN 



‘The October 25 event will be one of the most meaningful rowing and USNA history 
celebrations.” Peter Bos, Captain of the USNA 1960 U. S. Olympic Crew Team 


















































PROGRAM AGENDA 

• 9am-1 pm: Live Music Performance by the historic U.S. Navy Band (Note I ) 

• 9am-1 Oam: Arrival of All Event Attendees 

USNA Midshipman from the USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Team will escort each Distinguished Guest and Oarsmen Honoree 
to designated seating as each arrives (Note I) 

USNA Midshipman from the USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Team will provide the special Commemorative Programs to each 
Event Attendee as each arrives (Note I) 

• 10am-1 I am: Official Class Of 1969 50th Anniversary Program 

••• Welcome & Opening Comments, by USNA Director Of Rowing and Head Men’s Coach, Robert Friedrich 
••• Rendering of Honors, by Ceremonial Color Guard (Note 2) 

••• Opening Prayer, by Reverend Roger Vehorn, USNA Class Of 1969 

••• Introduction of Distinguished Guests (DG), Oarsmen Honorees (OH), & Event Moderators/Facilitators (EMF), by 
Peter Blackledge, USNA Class Of 1969, Shell Donor & Event Sponsor/Organizer 

Each DG, OH, & EMF is requested to raise his/her hand when their name or group is called, so that a member of the C4 
(Commemorative Christening Cup Conveyance) Team can immediately run to him/her with a Gold ft USNA Class Of 1969 
Racing Shell Commemorative Christening Cup”, which is enclosed in Navy Blue Tissue Paper & tied with Gold Satin Ribbon. 

••• Dedication to USNA Class Of 1969, USNA Class Of 1920, the Navy Crew Program, USNA Oarsmen Champions, 
and Blackledge Navy Family Traditions, by Peter Blackledge, USNA Class Of 1969, Shell Donor & Event 
Sponsor/Organizer 

••• Christening of USNA Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing Shell, by all DG, OH, EMF, and their families 

Each DG, OH, & EMF will be invited to unwrap his/her Gold U USNA Class Of 1969 Racing Shell Commemorative Christening 
Cup”, dip his/her Gold U USNA Class Of 1969 Racing Shell Commemorative Christening Cup” into a vat which contains water of 
the Severn River, and (in unison) pour that Severn Water over the bow of the Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing Shell, christening 
it to future Gold Medal victories. 

••• Launch Of USNA Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing Shell, by Coach Friedrich & Current USNA Varsity 
Heavyweight Crew Team, to singing of “Navy Blue & Gold” by Event Participants 

Members Of the current USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Team will port the newly christened USNA Class Of 1969 Racing 
Shell into the waters adjacent historic Hubbard Hall Boat House, rowing this newest Navy Crew Racing Shell on its Maiden 
Voyage in Exhibition, as all Event Attendees are invited to together sing u Navy Blue & Gold”. (Note I) 

For Event Attendees who are not USNA graduates or familiar with this USNA Alma Mater anthem, the words to u Navy Blue & 
Gold” are provided on the inside of the Back Cover Page of this Commemorative Program. 

• I lam-Noon: Informal Social Hour 

• Noon-1 pm: Guided tours of the landmark Hubbard Hall Boat House, led by Coach 
Friedrich, USNA Director Of Rowing and Head Men’s Coach 

(Note I) My deep appreciation to Coach Friedrich (USNA Director of Rowing) for arranging this special performance by the iconic U. 

S. Navy Band, and for also working with the USNA Commandant to support the participation of current USNA Varsity Heavyweight 
Crew members in this historic Event. 

(Note 2) My deep appreciation to my Class Of 1969 classmate and 16th Companymate Robert J. Fawcett, U.S. Marine (ret), and to 
USMC Colonel Jeff Smitherman (USNA Senior Marine Representative, Director of Humanities and Social Sciences) for arranging the 3 
special Ceremonial Color Guard for this historic Event. Thanks and Semper Fi, Bob & Jeff. 




DISTINGUISHED GUESTS (DG) 

(C=Confirmed,T = Tentative, as of August 1,2019) 



The Honorable Gavin Buckley 
Mayor of Annapolis (C) 


• Honorable Gerald A. Cann, Assistant Secretary Of 
The Navy (RD&A)(Ret) (C) 

• Honorable William G. Sutton, Assistant Secretary 
Of Commerce (Ret), Rear Admiral (LH), USN (Ret), 
USNA Class Of 1970 (C) 

• Honorable Fred Woods, Associate Justice, Second 
District Court Of Appeals, State Of California (Ret) 

(T) 

• Douglas J. Katz,Vice Admiral, USN (Ret), USNA 
Class Of 1965 (C) 

• Pete Nanos,Vice Admiral, USN (Ret), USNA Class 
Of 1967 (C) 

• R. L. Christensen, Rear Admiral (LH), USN (Ret), 
USNA Class Of 1969 (C) 

• Jim Schwenk, Brigadier General, USMC (Ret), 
USNA Class Of 1970 (C) 


• Bill Weinberg, Senior Executive Service (Ret), 
University Of Pennsylvania Varsity H/W Crew 
Team, Class Of 1976 (C) 

• Mrs Penn Blackledge Woods, Rice Institute 
Homecoming Queen, and Rice Institute & 
Cotton Bowl Queen for 1958 USNA-Rice 
Cotton Bowl (T) 

• Mrs Patti Blackledge Blide, USNA Queen for 
1958 USNA-Rice Cotton Bowl (T) 

• Dr. Richard Blide, MD, (Ret), Staff Physician @ 
Cooper Aerobics Center, and Director of Back- 
In-Action Medical Clinic (Ret) (T) 

• Coach Carl Ullrich, USNA Varsity Heavyweight 
Crew Coach for USNA Class Of 1969 (C) 

• Coach Rick Clothier, USNA Varsity 
Heavyweight Crew Coach, 1974-2012 (C) 

• Coach Peter Raymond, USNA Plebe 

Heavyweight Crew Coach, 1970-1971 (C) ^ 












HONOREES 


Oarsmen Honorees (OH) 

• USNA 1960 U. S. Olympic Crew 

• USNA Class Of 1963 Plebe U. S. Olympic Trials Crew 

•.USNA 1965“Clean Sweep”V8,2V8,& F8 IRA National Champions 
•. USNA 1967 2V8 IRA National Champions 

•. USNA Class Of 1969 50th Anniversary Plebe/Varsity Heavyweight Crew Team 

•.USNA 1971 Eastern Sprints (EARC) Champions,VFW Intercollegiate Rowing Assoc. (IRA) 
National Champions, and 2V8 IRA National Champions 


In Memoriam 

• USNA ‘60 - 72 Navy Crew Coaches & Teammates 
•. Michael P. Gembol, USNA Class of 1969 

Event Moderators / Facilitators (EMF) 

• Coach Robert Friedrich, USNA Director Of Rowing & Head Men’s Coach (C) 

• Reverend Roger Vehorn, USNA Class Of 1969 (C) 

• Peter Blackledge, USNA Class Of 1969, Shell Donor & Event Sponsor/Organizer (C) 

• Rusty Yeiser, Captain USN (Ret), USNA Class Of 1974, Senior Director, Annual Programs, 
USNA Foundation (T) 

• Dan Quattrini, USNA Class Of 1981, USNA Foundation (T) 

• Bob Fawcett, Colonel, USMC (Ret), USNA Class Of 1969 (C) 

• Jeff Smitherman, Colonel, USMC, USNA Senior Marine Representative, Director of Humanities 
and Social Sciences (T) 

• Patti Bender, Director, Planned Giving, USNA Foundation (C) 

C4 Team (C4) 

• Garrett Paiz, Prospective USNA Class Of 2027 Oarsman (T) 

• Jadyn Rodriguez, Prospective USNA Class Of 2029 Oarswoman (C) 

• John Foster, Prospective USNA Class Of 2031 Oarsman (C) 
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EVENT PARTICIPANTS 

- RSVPs Received as of August 1,2019 - 

C = Confirmed Attendee; T=Tentative Attendee; DG = Distinguished Guest; OH = Oarsman 
Honoree; EMF = Event Moderator-Facilitator; /F = Family Member of DG, OH, EMF 


C • Axetell, Ktimene - OH/F -(G) 

C • Barnett, Jim - USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 
C • Bates, Demere - OH/F 
C • Bates, John C. Jr USNA ‘67 Crew - OH 
C • Bender, Patti - EMF 
C • Blackledge, Barb - OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Blackledge, Peter USNA ‘69 Crew - OH & EMF (B) 
T • Bland, George OH/F.EMF/F (B) 

T • Blide, Patti Blackledge - DG (B) 

T • Blide, Dr Richard - DG (B) 

C • Brewer, Don USNA ‘71 Crew - OH 
C • Brewer, Mrs - OH/F 
C • Brixey, Steve USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 
C • Brown, John USNA “69 
C • Brown, Vicki 

C • Buckley, Honorable, Mayor - DG 
C • Bugelski, Cheryl 
C • Bugelski, Paul (Bugs) USNA ‘69 
C • Bulger, Rich USNA ‘69 
C • Burbage, Tom USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 
C • Burbage, Ellen - OH/F 
C • Bussey, Dennis USNA ‘69 
C • Cann, Gerald A., Honorable - DG 
C • Challain, Eric 
C • Challain, Irma 

C • Christensen, RDML “Rabbit” USNA ‘69 - DG 

C • Clark, Cathy 

C • Clark, John USNA ‘69 

C • Clothier, Rick, Coach, Crew - DG 

C • Clothier, Stephany - DG/F 

T • Collins, John USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 

C • Conkle, Bill USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 

C • Conkle, Christina - OH/F 

C • Culbertson, Frank USNA ‘71 Crew - OH 

C • Culbertson, Mrs - OH/F 

C • Daggett, Dave USNA ‘69 

C • Daggett, Marla 

T • Delaney, Lois OH/F.EMF/F (B) 

C • Dempsey, Rick USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 

C • Dempsey, Christina - OH/F 

C • Donovan, Walt (Ullrich) USNA ‘74 - DG/F (U) 

C • Dove, Diane OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Dove, Roy OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Fawcett, Bob USNA ‘69 - EMF 
T • Fawcett, Linda EMF/F 
C • Fontana, Jim USNA ‘63 Crew - OH 


C • Fontana, Pat - OH/F 
C • Foster, Emily OH/F.EMF/F (B) 

T • Foster, Horst OH/F.EMF/F (B) 

C • Foster, John - OH/F.EMF/F - C4 EMF (B) 

T • Foster, Ben - OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Foy, Laura - OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Friedrich, Robert, Coach, Crew - EMF 
C • Garber, Robin OH/F 
C • Garber, Sted USNA ‘65 Crew - OH 
C • Gembol, Dr. Jan (Dorothy) - OH/F - (G) 

C • Gembol, Linda - OH/F - (G) 

C • Gembol, Peter - OH/F - (G) 

C • Gembol, Stanley - OH/F - (G) 

C • Giannotti, Lou USNA ‘69 
C • Giraldi, Barbara 
C • Giraldi, Walt USNA ‘69 
C • Graham, Pam Haymes OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Gumbert, Ron USNA ‘69 
C • Gumbert, Mrs 

C • Hannemann, Jim USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 
C • Hannemann, Kathy - OH/F 
C • Hatcher, Dr William USNA ‘71 LWT Crew 
C • Hazzard, James - OH/F - (G) 

C • Hazzard, Yenni Gembol - OH/F - (G) 

C • Hess, Mike USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 
C • Hess, Barbara - OH/F 
C • Hine, JT 

C • Hogan, Bill USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 
C • Hogan, Candace - OH/F 
C • Hunt, C. Landsdowne USNA ‘69 
C • Hunt, Ethel 
C • Hutchins, Bob USNA ‘69 
C • Hutchins, Kim 

C • Jouarnnet, Pete USNA ‘71 Crew - OH 
T • Kail, Bob OH/F.EMF/F (B) 

T • Kail, Regina OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Katz, Douglas VADM - USNA ‘65 - DG 
C • Katz, Sharon - DG/F 
C • Kent, Diane (Mrs Cann) - DG/F 
C • Kinsley, Brian USNA ‘69 
C • Kinsley, Martha 
C • Kiss, June OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Kiss, Thomas, USNA ‘88 OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Kruse, Carol 

C • Kruse, Peter USNA ‘69 6 




EVENT PARTICIPANTS (continued) 

T • Lakin, Janis OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Schwenk, Jill - DG/F 

T • Leaman, Gill 

C • Schwenk, BGEN Jim, USNA 70 Crew - DG 

C • Leaman, Stephen USNA ‘69 

C • Scofield, Judy 

C • Leiker, Barb OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Scofield, Lon USNA ‘69 

C • McClane, Carol - OH/F 

T • Smitherman, Jeff - EMF 

C • McClane, James USNA 70 Crew - OH 

C • Snarr, Brook - OH/F - (G) 

T • Merriman, Susan 

C • Snarr, Caitlin - OH/F - (G) 

C • Mitchell, Gerald “Mitch USNA ‘69 - OH 

C • Snarr, Matthew James - OH/F - (G) 

C • Moore, Mark USNA ‘60 Crew - OH 

C • Snarr, Merlelynn - OH/F - (G) 

C • Moore, Pam - OH/F 

C • Snarr, James - OH/F - (G) 

C • Mullins, Bob USNA ‘69 

C • Stryker, Bill - (B) 

C • Mullins, Rita 

T • Stroop, Pat USNA ‘69 

C • Nanos, VADM Pete USNA ‘67 - DG 

T • Stroop, Mrs 

C • Nold, Bill USNA 71 Crew - OH 

C • Sutton, Honorable William USNA 70 - DG 

C • Nold, Sal lie - OH/F 

C • Sutton, Claudia - DG/F 

T • Paiz, Beth - OH/F.EMF/F (B) 

C • Sweetser, Skip USNA ‘60 Crew - OH 

T • Paiz, Garrett - OH/F,EMF/F,C4 EMF ( B) 

C • Sweetser, Nancy - OH/F 

T • Paiz, Ron - OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Tennent, John H. 

C • Perry, Lyman USNA ‘60 Crew - OH 

C • Thompson, Gayle USNA ‘61 

C • Perry, Mrs OH/F 

C • Thompson, Susan 

C • Priest, Don USNA ‘67 Crew - OH 

T • Thrasher, Craig USNA ‘63 Crew - OH 

C • Priest, Rosemary - OH/F 

T • Thrasher, Margaret - OH/F 

C • Prouty, Betty - OH/F 

C • Ullrich, Becky - DG/F (U) 

C • Prouty, Sandy USNA ‘67 Crew - OH 

C • Ullrich, Carl, Coach, Crew - DG (U) 

C • Purdy, Steve USNA 71 Crew - OH 

C • Ullrich, Michael USNA ‘82 - DG/F (U) 

C • Purdy, Joyce - OH/F 

C • Ullrich, Rick - DG/F ((U) 

T • Quattrini, Dan USNA ‘81 - EMF 

C • Ullrich, Suzanne -DG/F (U) 

C • Raymond, Laurie - DG/F 

C • Ullrich, Tom USNA ‘80 - DG/F (U) 

C • Raymond, Peter, Coach, Crew - DG 

C • Ullrich, Vicki - DG/F (U) 

C • Reeve, Pat 

C • Van Burkleo. Patti - DG/F 

C • Reeve, Tom USNA ‘69 

C • VanBurkleo, Terry - DG/F 

C • Reid, Glen USNA ‘69 

C • Vehorn, Roger USNA ‘69 - EMF 

C • Reid, Janet 

C • Vehorn, Lynn - EMF/F 

C • Renfree, Pete USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 

C • Watkins, Jim OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Renfree, Sharon - OH/F 

C • Watkins, Tricia OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

T • Richman, Carolyn - OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Weinberg, Bill UPenn 76 Crew - DG (B) 

C • Roberts, Susan (Jim Barnett ‘69) - OH/F 

T • Weinberg, Paula - DG/F (B) 

C • Rodriguez, Jadyn - OH/F,EMF/F, C4 (B) 

C • Woodruff, Sheila 

C* Rodriguez, Victoria - OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

C • Woodruff, Ted USNA ‘69 

T • Rush, Charlie USNA ‘69 Crew - OH 

T • Woods, Penn Blackledge - DG (B) 

C • Ryan, Robyn Gembol MD - OH/F - (G) 

T • Woods, Honorable Norvell “Fred” - DG (B) 

C • Scharfe, Mark USNA 71 Crew - OH 

C • Wyrick, Terry Tunks OH/F.EMF/F (B) 

C • Scharfe, Ginni - OH/F 

C • Yeaton, Michelle (DennisBussey) 

C • Schlickman, Alison - OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

T • Yeiser, Rusty, CAPT (Ret), USNA 74 - EMF 

C • Schlickman, Steve - OH/F,EMF/F (B) 

SPECIAL SEATING ARRANGEMENTS 

Family Units, as well as groups of classmates and teammates, shall - 

— upon request and as possible — be seated together. Specifically: 

• The members of Mayor Buckley’s party shall be seated together. 

• The 36 members of the BLACKLEDGE FAMILY, identified in the above list by (B) following their names, shall be seated together. 

• The 13 members of the GEMBOL FAMILY, identified in the above list by (G) following their names, shall be seated together. 

• The 8 members of the ULLRICH family, identified in the above list by (U) following their names, shall be seated together. 




CELEBRATING 
THE 50th ANNIVERSARY 
OF 

USNA CLASS OF 1969 

PLEBE/VARSITY HEAVYWEIGHT CREWTEAM 
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Navy Crew Letter Winners 

Van^UtuifiMmli FtotwSyWMnU 
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Class of 1969 
Heavyweights 1 - • 
Barausky, James E. 
Blackledge, Peter IX 
Collins, John P. (capt.) 
Craft, James P.,- Ill 
* Dempsey, Richard M. ; 
Gembol, Michael P. 
Hannemann, James R. 
Hess, Michael D, i; 

. Rush, Charles P. 

Russell, David P, III 
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CELEBRATING 

THE 100th ANNIVERSARY 

OF 

USNA CLASS OF 1920 
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USNA Navy Crew Honor : The USNA Men’s Eight winning the Gold Medal at the VII Olympiad in 
Antwerp, Belgium is considered a watershed event in Olympic History and in the sport of rowing. The 
USNA Oarsmen, many of whom came from modest means and land-locked states, had beaten not only the 
formidable Ivy League crews but also the long-reining British (dramatically during past the British in the last 
500 meters) — breaking an accepted stereotype that rowing was only for the elite. At Antwerp, they broke 
the Olympic and World record, with a time of 6:02.6 — seven seconds faster than the record set at the 
1912 Olympics. Beginning with that Gold Medal In 1920, the USNA Crew team set a precedent that led to 
the longest winning streak in a single sport in Olympic history. (“Amazing Moments In Olympic History: 1920 
Men’s Eight Rowing ,” Team USA News, 26Aug2009) 















































































CELEBRATING 
THE 150th ANNIVERSARY 
OF 

NAVY CREW 


- USNA’s OLDEST INTERCOLLEGIATE SPORT - 



Varsity Heavyweight Crew Race, Adam's Cup, 
Navy-Harvard-Perm, May 1969, Philadelphia, PA 
(Philadelphia Inquirer) 


“The crowds, the competitions, and our youth will all pass away. But the sweet 
memories, and the precious honor, of rowing Navy Crew — these will not pass 
away. Navy Crew Oarsmen are an unbreakable Band Of Brothers, bonded in a 
crucible of sweat and sacrifice.The privilege of being part of the extraordinary 150 
year Navy Crew tradition of National Championships and Olympic Gold Medals is 
an honor which cannot be taken from us. In the end, any man asked of his greatest 
accomplishments in life, can proudly say:“l graduated from the United States Naval 
Academy — and I rowed Varsity Heavyweight Navy Crew”. In our Final Hour, it is 
our Finest Hour. It is our Citizen Kane “Rosebud”.” 

- Peter Blackledge, USNA Class Of 1969, 

Navy Crew Varsity Heavyweight Oarsman 
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HONORING 

THE USNA I960 U.S. OLYMPIC CREW TEAM 


Navy Varsity Eight Wins Olympic Spol 




USNA Navy Crew Honor: Winning 
the I960 Olympic Trials marked the 
third time (1920, 1952, I960) that a 
USNA Eight represented the United 
States in the Olympics — making USNA 
one of only two collegiate programs in 
history to have been the U. S. eight- 
oared representative three times in the 
Olympic Games. 



USNA Navy Crew Honor : The 1952 Navy 
Varsity men’s eight — nicknamed “The Admirals” 
and “The Great Eight” — was undefeated in its 
1952 season before winning the IRA National 
Championships and the U. S. Olympic Trials. In 
Helsinki, Finland, the “Great Eight” then defeated 
the Soviet Union to win USNA’s second Olympic 
Gold Medal.The USNA Varsity Eight Crew 
remained unbeaten in both 1953 and 1954, 
winning 23 consecutive collegiate races and two 
consecutive IRA National Championships. 
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HONORING 

THE USNA CLASS OF 1963 PLEBE U. S. OLYMPIC TRIALS 

CREW TEAM 



USNA Navy Crew Honor : The USNA Class of 
1963 Plebe Crew had an undefeated season, and were 
both Eastern Sprints Champions and IRA National 
Champions. They are the only eight-oared Freshman 
collegiate team in history to have been an Olympic 
Trials finalist, thereby making USNA the only collegiate 
program in history to have two eight-oared shells in 
the Olympic Trials Grand Final. 



Who's Afraid of Varwlt> ? 

/ Audacious Plebe Creiv 

Aiming for Olympics 

By George Minot 

Staff Ra porter 

ANNAPOLIS, June 25—Nine Navy Plcbcs arc out to beat 

the world in rowing. 

They have the confidence and conditioning to do it, and 
the size. Except for one skinny* little guy, they average 624, 
185 pounds. And they’ve never been beater. 

They make up the first heavyweight Plebe crew in Naval 
Academy history to try to represent the United States in 



































HONORING 

THE USNA 1965 “CLEAN SWEEP” 

- V8,2V8, & F8 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS - 


Mighty Middies sweep lake 


-Fna Piff 
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196$ IRA Champions 


Varsity bight. Junior Vanity bight. Freshmen Eight 



Athletes carrying Coac:. Paul Quinn lo the dock 


for a celebratory swim in Lake Onondaga 


USNA Navy Crew Honor: In 

1965, USNA won the Varsity 8, 
2V8, and Freshman 8 
competitions, completing a 
“Clean Sweep”. USNA has won 
the Varsity Heavyweight Men’s 
Eight IRA National 
Championships twelve times: 
1921, 1922, 1925, 1931, 1938, 
1947, 1952, 1953, 1965, 1980, 

1984, and 1992 (3-Way 
Tie).(“IRA National 
Championship Regatta”, 
irarowing.com) 
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HONORING 
THE USNA 1967 2V8 IRA 
NATIONAL CHAMPION TEAM 


















HONORING 

THE USNA 1971 EASTERN SPRINT CHAMPIONS, VFW IRA 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONS, AND 2V8 IRA NATIONAL 

CHAMPIONS 


























HONORING 

THE USNA‘60 - 72 NAVY VARSITY HEAVYWEIGHT CREW 

COACHES 



- Thank you for a priceless gift and lifelong endeavor - 



NAVSKA Oarsmen Win in 
International Competition 
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Coming Up 
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THE ROWING EXPERIENCE 



A bad day of 
rowing is still 
better than a good 
»y at school. 


WHILE YOU WERE SLEEPING. 
I WAS ROWING 


IS T(4IS AS FAB AS YOU CAN GO? 

Op can f#oLi give me 


pass cut, 

please note my Ue 




































HONORING 

THE USNA‘60 -72 NAVY CREW COACHES & TEAMMATES 

WE HAVE LOST 
-They Shall Not Be Forgotten - 


In 

EMORIAM 


Coach Rusty Callow 
Coach Louis Lindsay 
Coach Paul Quinn 
Coach Lou Gellermann 
Dick Omohundro ‘63 
Michael Pero ‘63 
Bob Weir‘64 
Bill Boles ‘65 
Marty Quinn ‘66 
Dave Belew ‘67 
Roy Capshaw ‘67 


Tom Weiss ‘67 
Mike Longhardt‘68 
Michael Gembol ‘69 
Dee Elliott 70 
Tom MacKenzie 70 
Mike Malone 70 
Frank Montesano 71 
Bob Olson 71 
Brett Waterman 71 
Bill Chung 72 








In Memoriam: Michael P. Gembol, USNA‘69 


A man whose gifts, interests, and passions spanned the gamut, Michael was an intellectual, an 
artist, an athlete, a writer, an inventor, a linguist, an engineer, an enthusiast of classical music, and 
much more. He spent his life developing his abundant talents. At the Naval Academy, Michael 
engaged in challenging academics as well as vigorous athletics. Upon graduation, he devoted 
ten years to Admiral Rickover’s Nuclear Navy. Following his departure from the Navy, Michael 
spent thirty-three years in the power industry, leaving his footprints around the globe. As an 
energy consultant, adviser, and educator, he improved energy production and 
increased operational efficiency for not fewer than eleven countries. At the time of his death, he 
was pursuing a plan to reduce global C02 emissions through green building technology. As 
devoted as Michael was to his professsions, he always found time for his passions - the Russian 
language, art, and swimming. Michael studied Russian in high school, and he seized the opportunity 
to further that interest at the Academy. Over the years, he took great pleasure in committing to 
memory the entirety of Pushkin’s Eugene Onegin, and he delighted in the chance to recite 
the opera in verse to any listening ears. Also a gifted artist, Michael left behind numerous portraits 
and oil paintings. Family and friends cherish these creations. Along with his academic and artistic 
endeavors, Michael was an athlete. Crediting his coach at Columbus High School in 
Nebraska with instilling in him a lifelong interest in swimming, Michael spent five decades enjoying 
the sport. He swam an average of three miles a day, occasionally up to seven, and was achieving 
personal records in his sixties. Michael married Linda Grainger Gembol in 1978. They have three 
bright and beautiful daughters and three grandchildren so far. If Michael were with us, he would 
proudly tell you of some of their accomplishments. He would delight in hearing your stories 
about him from his days at the Academy, particularly if they involved disobedience or snakes. But 
he would not have dwelled for long on the past. More than anything, he would have wanted to 
share his big ideas for the future and to hear about yours. 

Fueled by an unreasonable amount of chocolate ice cream, Michael’s brain was designed to solve 
complex problems. Bridging concepts to create novel solutions enthralled him. In 
a loathsome irony, Michael’s magnificent mind became afflicted with cancer. He succumbed to 
glioblastoma in 2014. Michael always cherished his time rowing on the U. S. Naval Academy Varsity 
Crew Team. And so it is indeed fitting that he now overlooks the Severn River, cheering Navy 
Crew to victory. 
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ESTABLISHMENT OFTHE 
USNA CLASS OF 1969 
NAVY CREW RACING SHELL 


It is customary for donated Racing Shells to bear the name of the donor. However, I directed that 
this Racing Shell also bear the Class Of 1969 year to honor my Classmates, and that its 
Christening & Launch take place during our Class Of 1969 50th Reunion so that this special Event 
could be fully shared and enjoyed by our Class.To further honor our Class, I also arranged with 
Coach Friedrich (USNA Director of Rowing, and Head Men’s Coach) for the Class Of 1969 Crest 
to be visibly and permanently affixed to the interior skin of this Racing Shell, along with a plaque 
which states this Shell’s dedication to our Class, with our Class of 1969 Motto, as follows: 



While honoring our Class Of 1969 by Year, Dedication, and Motto, retaining the “Blackledge” name on this 
racing shell also provides the critical link for our Class in the historical chain between this year’s 50th 
Anniversary of our Class Of 1969 graduation and the 100th Anniversary of the graduation of our Legacy Class 
of 1920 — my father’s USNA Class — which graduated USNA in June of 1919, exactly 50 years before ours, 
under a compressed three-year curriculum instituted due to World War I. That linkage further provides 
unique connectivity to this year’s 150th Anniversary of Navy Crew, USNA’s oldest intercollegiate sport, as 
the Class Of 1920 was the first USNA Class to represent the United States in the Olympics, and in the 
Olympic finals dramatically drove past Great Britain in the final 500 meters to win the Olympic Gold Medal. 

Additionally, my father’s Racing Shell, the “CAPT ALLAN BLACKLEDGE”, which my siblings and I donated to 
USNA Crew in 1984 after his passing, was rowed to decisive victory at the Intercollegiate Rowing Association 
(IRA) National Championships by the USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew and, upon its retirement, was 
uniquely honored by being permanently affixed to the ceiling of the Varsity Awards/Banquet Room in USNA’s 
historic Hubbard Hall Boat House. Therefore, this “PETER BLACKLEDGE, ‘69” Racing Shell donation and 
ceremony is a unique opportunity for me to not only honor my Class Of 1969 but also to honor my beloved 
father, as it completes the special “Alpha-Omega” bond which I shared with my Dad, and which I describe in 
“ORIGIN OF THE BLACKLEDGE FAMILY ALPHA-OMEGA USNA NAVY CREW RACING SHELL SERIES 1 * 
(Page 15 of this Commemorative Program). It thereby fulfills sacred commitments which I made to my Dad 
so many years ago — Promise Made, Promise Kept, Dream Fulfilled. 
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ORIGIN 

OF THE BLACKLEDGE FAMILY ALPHA-OMEGA 
USNA NAVY CREW RACING SHELL SERIES 


FINDING OMEGA: 

A Son’s Personal Tribute To His Beloved Father 

Blackledge Urban Living Legend (BULL) Stories abound regarding events surrounding my 
birth: (BULL Story #1) When my Father, who was returning from lengthy deployment absences 
during World War II, called my Mother to advise of when he would arrive home, Mother put my 
then-5-year old brother Michael on the phone to say "Daddy, I want a little brother"; (BULL Story 
#2) Although I was his fifth child, Dad was reportedly so ecstatic at my birth that the doctors 
asked if I were his first child; (BULL Story #3) After siring three girls and a boy, my Father was so 
desirous of having another son that he immediately asked to see the physical proof of my 
maleness, and then — to the shock if not horror if all persons standing in the vicinity — hoisted 
me high in the air to publicly display and proclaim my manhood; (BULL Story #4) Having 
reluctantly acceded to my Mother's desire to name me "Timothy", Dad took advantage of my 
Mother's anesthetized bedridden post-birth status to change that name on my birth certificate to 
his favorite name "Peter." 

While I am not disputing such BULL Stories, there is one fact which I personally know to 
incontrovertibly true: Much like the Biblical account of Jacob and his young son Joseph, my 51-year 
old Father absolutely delighted in this "child of his elder years." And although he was very busy 
with his high-profile position as Commanding Officer of Naval Ordnance Plant, Indianapolis 
(NOPI), receiving such Navy luminaries as four-star Admiral Ingram and five-star Fleet Admiral 
Leahy, my Father — who had commanded thousands of Sailors and Marines during the war — 
never failed to rush home each night to spend time with me, carrying me around our back yard on 
his shoulders. 

Immediately following his retirement from the Navy, our family moved to Houston,Texas, where 
Dad became Vice President & General Manager of Cameron Ironworks. As I grew up, my very 
close relationship with Dad continued; he was always exceptionally kind, patient, understanding 
and supportive despite my many shortcomings. Although Dad had been an excellent athlete in high 
school and college, I unfortunately was the skinny kid who seemed to always be chosen last for 
our neighborhood sports teams. And whereas Dad was always gregarious and outgoing, I could 
often be painfully shy. Even when, like the Biblical "Prodigal Son", I went far astray into a plethora 
of youthful indiscretions, Dad never gave up on me — he always encouraged me. He often 
referred to the two of us as "The Alpha" and "The Omega" (he “The Alpha” progenitor, me “The 
Omega” last progeny). 

When in 8th grade I asked Dad to buy me a set of weightlifting equipment for Christmas, he did 
(disguising the gift under our Christmas tree, and labeling it for another family member, to make it 
a total surprise for me) — even though he was probably assuming that I would soon lose interest 
in it as I had with most other gifts and activities. But he had the faith in me to keep trying to help 
me find my spark & my direction. My father's confidence, and that gift, helped to turn my 
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life around —- as the scrawny, gangly, nonathletic kid amazingly began to gain significant 
muscularity, prompting Dad to start referring to me as "Little Abner, just 15 1/2 yar' old" (after the 
muscular comic strip teenager drawn byAI Capp). My increased strength & size, and the attendant 
athleticism which it brought me, surprisingly allowed me to even make my high school's basketball 
team and win my letter, and the resultant self confidence transformed me to be much more social 
and outgoing, causing me to become active in various social and academic organizations, even 

being elected to be an officer of my high school fraternity-all of which probably contributed 

to my being selected by President Lyndon Johnson for appointment to the U. S. Naval Academy. 
Dad was elated that his youngest child would be attending his alma mater, and I was pleasantly 
surprised to have been accepted to the same college from which both my father (USNA Class Of 
1920) and my idolized and extraordinarily accomplished older brother Michael (USNA Class Of 
1963) had graduated. Dad suggested that I would be a perfect fit for rowing crew at the Naval 
Academy. As a Texas boy, I knew nothing about crew, had never even seen a racing shell, and was 

concerned that I could not compete on a collegiate level-particularly at a top rowing college 

like the Naval Academy, which the year before I was to start there had won every event at the 

Intercollegiate Rowing Association (IRA) National Championships-but I was determined to go 

hard for it. So I tried out for the crew team at USNA, & was pleasantly surprised when I made 
First Boat on the Freshman Heavyweight Crew team and then again made First Boat each 
successive year on the Varsity Heavyweight Crew team. Dad was so happy & excited at my 
success, and became my biggest fan — even sending me encouraging telegrams before each race. 
When Dad learned that I had won a treasured spot to race in the IRA National Championships, 
my aging white-haired father flew all the way from Houston,Texas to Syracuse, New York to sit 
outside, in a driving rain storm, in the bleacher stands at Lake Onondaga to watch me race. When 
my boat decisively won our race, Dad was standing right there, holding my Championship medal in 
front of him, beaming with pride as the IRA photographers took our victory picture. Seeing him 
so happy multiplied my own exuberance. And when Sports Illustrated Magazine took our picture 
as my teammates & I completed the ceremonial dunking of our victorious coxswain in Lake 
Onondaga, Dad tracked down the Sports Illustrated photographer, obtained a copy of that picture, 
framed it, and proudly put it on his wall. It was such a gift to have Dad there at the end of my 
victorious race to share all the accolades, and to have him embrace me while I was experiencing 
the most extraordinary, euphoric high of my life. 

When I graduated from USNA and began my career as a Naval Officer, Dad even came to visit me 
on my ship, and our similar surface-ship Naval careers provided one more unique bond between 
us. Although my Naval career took me all over the country, and half way around the world, Dad 
and I always remained in close contact via phone calls, letters, and cassette tapes, as well as visits 
whenever possible. I enjoyed making our time together as memorable for him as he had for me, by 
always creating unique presents for him. In the year before Dad passed away, I flew to Houston to 
spend a full week with my then 85-year old father and to bring him a particularly special gift. Dad 
had always delighted in gifts which I made for him during my childhood Summer Camp days, 
remarking that gifts made by hand are particularly cherished as they come from the heart. And so 
I had researched the Navy ships in which Dad had served during his 34 year career, and I wrote to 
the National Archives to obtain a picture of each. I then purchased, machined, and stained a large 
wood plaque, and mounted the pictures onto that plaque beneath a brass plate which I had 
engraved with the words "Captain Allan Blackledge, U.S. Navy, 34 Years Of Service With Honor 

and Distinction." Except when my Mother died, I had never seen Dad become emotional-but 

he did that day-and we tearfully but joyfully embraced. Neither one of us knew that would be 

the last time. 
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Dad subsequently entered the hospital for what was characterized as minor surgery. When his 
recovery from that surgery became extended, my siblings & I arranged to fly to Texas to celebrate 
Christmas with him. Wanting to continue my tradition of providing unique, personalized gifts for 
Dad during each of our visits, I made two particularly special presents for this occasion: (Gift # I) 

I purchased a small Christmas tree, as well as five large heart-shaped ornaments, and affixed a 
picture of each of the five siblings to the five heart ornaments. At the top of the tree, I placed an 
angel ornament that I made, onto which I had affixed a picture of Dad. At the base of the tree, I 
placed a wooden plaque which read "The Allan D. Blackledge Family (Christmas) Tree". My hope 
was that Dad would be able to gaze at that tree from his hospital bed and be heartened as he felt 
pride and joy in the five accomplished and loving children he had raised. Additionally, I made a set 
of large angel wings and a halo for each of us five siblings to wear when we greeted Dad, to 
portray Dad’s frequent statement that the "Blackledge Angel" was always watching over us and 
protecting us; (Gift # 2) I took my treasured Navy Varsity Crew Team racing jersey from its 
honored position on the wall of my home, split it down the back, and sewed additional matching 
blue-and-gold material to its base, making a hospital gown nightshirt which Dad could proudly 
wear — as he had been so very proud of my becoming a member of the distinguished Naval 
Academy Varsity Heavyweight Crew Team. 

But our planned time together was not to be. Only days before we five Siblings were to arrive for 
our Christmas celebration, Dad suddenly and unexpectedly passed away. I was absolutely 
devastated. Dad had been my rock.While my much older siblings had moved on to become 
spouses and parents, my primary identity remained as "My Father's Son." So I wanted to 
somehow create a special memorial for him. I knew that when a crew racing shell is taken out of 
its rack at USNA to practice or race, the oarsmen call out the name of that shell as they lift it 
onto their shoulders to carry it to the water.What better memorial than to have Dad's name 
called out each day, at his beloved Naval Academy, in the sport which he had encouraged his 

youngest child to pursue-as oarsmen lift his named racing shell onto their shoulders just as he 

had once lifted me onto his shoulders? So I asked my four wonderful siblings to join me in 
donating a racing shell to the Naval Academy in Dad's name, and all four graciously joined me in 
that donation.The Naval Academy held a special dedication & christening ceremony for the 
"CAPT ALLAN BLACKLEDGE" racing shell, complete with Naval Academy officials & 
photographers, in which all five of us Blackledge siblings participated.The USNA Varsity 
Heavyweight Crew subsequently rowed that shell to a decisive victory in the IRA National 
Championships. And at the end of its long, illustrious racing career, the “CAPT ALLAN 
BLACKLEDGE” racing shell was retired and permanently mounted to the ceiling of the USNA 
Varsity Crew Awards/Banquet Room where it will continue to be honored in perpetuity. 

In 2016, as my USNA Class Of 1969 was making preparations for celebrating the 2019 50th 
Anniversary of our USNA graduation, and my family was looking foreword to celebrating the 2019 
100th Anniversary of our father’s USNA Class Of 1920 graduation (which graduated USNA on 
June 6, 1919, exactly 50 years before our Class Of 1969, under a compressed three-year 
curriculum instituted due to World War I), I felt that a special moment had arrived. Accordingly, I 
withdrew funds from my Retirement Rainy Day savings to donate a second Racing Shell to USNA 
Navy Crew.This Racing Shell would be the “PETER BLACKLEDGE,‘69”, thereby celebrating and 
completing the sacred connection which I had with my Dad. 


23 





And so was fulfilled the culmination of our precious bond, and Circle Of Life - 
— as the Father lifts up and supports his Son, so does the Son his Father. A 
promise made; a promise kept; a dream fulfilled. Thank you Dad, my Father 

and my Alpha, for all you were and are, for all you gave to me-and for 

helping me to find my Omega. 
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NAVY WORK CAREER OF “THE ALPHA:” 

ALLAN DOUGLAS BLACKLEDGE 
- 45 YEARS OF SERVICE IN AND IN-SUPPORT-OFTHE U.S. NAVY - 


References/Sources: “Blackledges In America” (First & Second Editions), “The NOPI Bombsight”, USN Records, 
Media Articles, Personal Papers of Allan Douglas Blackledge, Personal Conversations Between Allan Douglas 
Blackledge and Peter Douglas Blackledge. 

Allan Douglas Blackledge was selected for the U. S. Naval Academy (USNA) as a member of the Class 
Of 1920, graduating with a Bachelor Of Science degree in 1919 under the compressed 3-year 
curriculum which had been instituted due to World War I. In 1924, following service in the battleship, 
USS OKLAHOMA, as well as destroyers in both the Atlantic and Pacific Fleets, he applied for and was 
accepted into the fledgling Naval Aviation program at Pensacola Naval Air Station, Florida. His aviation 
career ended dramatically that same year when, with Allan riding as passenger, his instructor-piloted 
seaplane crashed, killing his instructor and hospitalizing Allan for almost a year. Upon his recovery, 
Allan was assigned as instructor at USNA, where he received written Commendation for his role in 
developing Flight Tactics which became the first instruction in aviation offered to USNA 
midshipmen. His subsequent assignments included sea tours in USS ARKANSAS, USS MISSISSIPPI, 
USS NEW ORLEANS, and as Executive Officer and Commanding Officer In destroyers, and ashore as 
Chief Of the Gun Section at BUORD, where he was awarded the Legion Of Merit by Secretary of 
the Navy James Forrestal. His final sea tours were as Commanding Officer of USS SUMTER and 
Commander of Transport Division 26, taking part in combat assaults at Kwajalein, Roi Nasur, 
Eniwetok, and Emeru, and as Commanding Officer of the cruiser USS BILOXI. Following extensive 
war operations in which the “Busy B” had earned nine Battle Stars, BILOXI under Allan's command 
participated in the occupation of Japan and was among the first ships to evacuate Allied Prisoners Of 
War from Japan at war’s end. After the war, Allan and his staff prepared a report detailing the flaws in 
the Navy's WW II amphibious landing at Kwajalein Island which became required reading at 
USNA. Allan’s final Navy tours were as Executive Officer of the Naval Gun Factory (now the 
Washington Navy Yard) and as Commanding Officer, Naval Ordnance Plant Indianapolis (NOPI). He 
retired from 34 years of Navy Service in 1950, to accept the position ofVice President of Cameron 
Ironworks, Houston,Texas. His Commendations, in addition to the Legion Of Merit, were the Navy 
Unit Commendation, Victory World War I With Star,Yangtze Service Medal, American Defense With 
Star, American Area, Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign With 2 Stars, World War II Victory, and Japanese 
Occupation. For the next eleven years, as Vice President of Cameron Ironworks (CIW), he 
continued to provide support to the U.S. Navy — receiving written Commendation from the Navy 
for CIW’s defense work. During that period he also was an active member of the Navy Reserve and 
the Navy League, was President of the Houston Chapter of the Naval Academy Alumni Association, 
was Foreman of the Harris County Grand Jury, and was Chair of the Houston Chamber of 
Commerce’s Military Affairs Committee. In 1961, Allan Blackledge retired from 45 years of Service in 
and in-support-of the U.S. Navy. 
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NAVY OFFICER WEDS 
MISS FORRANT HERE 1 


Marriage at Consulate-General 
Culmination of Romance Be¬ 
gun on Pacific Liner 


The marriage of Mus Dorothy For- 
ranl and Lieutenant Allan Blackledge 
took place yesterday afternoon, at the 
American Consulate-General. Announ¬ 
cement of the impending wedding, 
wldch was made on Monday morning, 
came as a surprise to the members of 
the younger social set in the English 
speaking community of Tokyc. lieu¬ 
tenant Blackledge is the executive offic¬ 
er on the American destroyer Parrott 
which, with its Mater-ships, has been 
at Yokohama during the past 10 days. 

The marriage is the culmination of a 
romance begun several years ago when 
t^a young couple were fellow-passeng¬ 
er* on a trana-Pacific liner. 

The American Consul-General and 
Mrs. Arthur Gar re la *»ve a small re¬ 
ception at their home yesterday after¬ 
noon. The guests comprised old friends 
erf the bride in Tokyo and shipmate* 
of the bridegroom, and their wives, now 
in Tokyo. A Urge wedding cake held 
the place of honor In the center of the 
bullet table, wlikh was topped with o 
representation of a battle cruiser done 
in white sugar. Consul-General Garret* 
gave the toast to the young couple. 

Among the guests were Lieutenant- 
Commander Heath, Lieutenant Watson. 
Lieutenant Dornin. Lieutenant and Mrs. 
Macintosh. Lieutenant and Mrs, Hart¬ 
man, Lieutenant and Mrs Hacker, En¬ 
sign A. L. Reed. Ensign R S. Fahk. 
Mr and Mr*. Fied Irwin and Mr Jaim « 
Manion of Uw Canadian legation. Miss 
Julie Dowd, Miss Ruth Hansen. Miss 
Karin Gerdts. MI» Eloiae Cunningham, 
Min Carrie McMahon, Co aul and Mrs. 
Leo D. Sturgeon. Consul s nd Mrs John 
R Chapman and Vtre-Co iauJ Hutchin¬ 
son of the American C amilate-Gcn- 



























IN TRIBUTE TO “THE ALPHA-DOT” 
DOROTHY FORRANT BLACKLEDGE 


References / Sources: “Blackledges In America” (First & Second Editions), Multiple News Articles, Historical 
Artifacts, Personal Photographs & Papers of Dorothy Forrant Blackledge, Personal Conversations Between Allan 
Douglas Blackledge and Peter Douglas Blackledge. 

Dorothy “Dot” Forrant was born in 1907 in Salem, Massachusetts. At Ware High School (WHS), she excelled 
both academically and athletically, lettering in Varsity Basketball while also playing Tennis and Swimming, 
winning laurels in Theater productions, and being Assistant Editor of the WHS yearbook. After graduating 
from Northampton Commercial College, Dot joined the State Department so she could see the world — 
becoming one of the few women engaged in the U.S. Foreign Service at that time. Over the next years, she 
traveled widely during her postings and assignments in Havana, Buenos Aires, Valparaiso, Santiago, Tokyo, and 
Peiping — with her adventures including: horseback riding in Tokyo; tennis in Buenos Aires; skiing at Akakura 
and Ivahara; rowing for the Yokohama Boat Club; hiking through Kamakura; participating in costume balls in 
La Paz, Bolivia; crossing the Oshima Desert on a camel; ice skating at Mikko; "spar fighting" (pillow fighting on 
a greased pole above a water-filled ship's well, to the exhortations of fellow ship on-lookers) & experiencing 
"Neptune's Court" as she crossed the Equator in S.S. Southern Cross; dining with Congressmen, expat 
millionaires, Countesses and the Consul General; being escorted to her home by a U.S. armed guard force 
through rioters and machine gun fire during the Argentine Revolution; surviving earthquakes and typhoons, 
and being adrift for hours in a lifeboat after her ship Monte Cervantes sank in the Straits of Magellan (and 
watching the Cervantes' captain go down with his ship) during her vacation cruise to see the glaciers and 
snow-covered mountains of Ushaui (a southernmost city in the world), and then being marooned on a 
convict/prison island for weeks until Cervantes' sister ship could be sent for rescue. 

During this time, working directly for Secretary Of State Kellogg, she was selected to be a junior diplomat as 
part of President Calvin Coolidge's team for his historic trip to Cuba aboard the battleship Texas, escorted by 
a dozen other naval vessels, to attend the Pan American Conference. While posted in Buenos Aires, she was 
personally asked by the Consul General to be part of his transcontinental train trip over the Andes to Chile 
for inspections of the American Embassy in Santiago & the Consulate General in Valparaiso. While stationed 
in Tokyo, Japan, in 1931, she was personally invited by the American Ambassador to attend a special 
reception honoring the 1927 “Spirit Of St. Louis” first solo non-stop transatlantic pilot Charles Lindbergh. 
During this period, she also served on the historic commission of the League of Nations in Peiping, China, 
which was investigating the Japanese and Chinese differences in Shanghai and Manchuria. 

In 1931, while on a trans-Pacific liner to Japan, she met Naval officer Allan Douglas Blackledge who was en 
route to his ship in the China Sea. He was instantly smitten, pursuing her across the Orient, filling her rooms 
with hundreds of roses, until they were married by the Vice Consul in the American Consulate, Tokyo, Japan, 
in 1934, with their wedding reception hosted by the American Consul General in his home. 

Over the next 2 decades, Dot raised 5 children—mostly on her own due to Allan’s extensive sea duties, 
particularly during World War II. When her fifth child, Peter, entered elementary school, she went back to 
school—distinguishing herself in graduate work in Paris at the Sorbonne, earning her Bachelor Of Arts degree 
and graduating Summa Cum Laude in Romance Languages at University of Houston, and earning a scholarship 
to Rice University. At Rice, she earned her Master Of Arts degree and continued her scholarship into Rice’s 
Ph.D. program. A fluent speaker in Spanish, French, and German, she made frequent trips to Spain, Mexico, 
and France to perfect her language skills. Despite experiencing her first heart attack at age 52, she went on to 
teach French, Spanish, and German at Hartman Junior High School and Lamar Senior High School in Houston, 
Texas, until dying instantly of her second heart attack within months of her retirement, at age 64. 
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THE BLACKLEDGE SIBLINGS AND SPORES: 
EXTENDING THE NAVY / MILITARY LEGACY 


-“One Degree Of Separation” from USNA & Navy/Military History - 
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NAVY WORK CAREER OF “THE OMEGA”: 

PETER DOUGLAS BLACKLEDGE 

- 45 YEARS OF SERVICE IN AND IN-SUPPORT-OFTHE U.S. NAVY - 


Reference/Source: Department Of Navy (DON) / Department Of Defense (DOD) Official Biography for Peter D. 
Blackledge (Updated) 

Peter Douglas Blackledge was selected by the President of the United States for appointment to the 
U.S. Naval Academy, graduating in 1969 with a Bachelor Of Science degree in Nuclear Engineering / 
Applied Science. At USNA, he won his Freshman Numerals and lettered all three years in Varsity 
Heavyweight Crew (rowing), and was 1967 Intercollegiate Rowing Association 2V8 National 
Champion. As Naval Officer, he attained early qualification as Surface Warfare Officer and 
Department Head, received early promotion at each rank, & was recommended for continued 
accelerated promotion. In USS ALBANY (CG 10), he was the youngest officer in that ship’s history 
to qualify as Command Duty Officer (CDO), was CDO for the historic visit of then-President 
Richard Nixon to ALBANY, and was awarded written Commendation from ALBANY’S Commanding 
Officer for twice winning the Battle Efficiency “E”. Upon completion of his military service, he was 
selected to be Engineer / Manager for Naval Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA), where he advanced 
quickly through positions with increasing levels of responsibility: Gas Turbine Program Engineer, Anti- 
Ship Missile Defense (ASMD) Senior Systems Engineer, and Vertical Launching System (VLS) 
Integration & Production Manager, and he was selected to be NAVSEA's first Senior Combat Systems 
Development Manager. In 1981, he was awarded the VLS Certificate Of Achievement by the VLS 
Program Manager. In 1987, he was awarded written Commendations from both the Chief Engineer 
Of The Navy and the Assistant Deputy Commander For Combat Systems Engineering for his 
significant contribution as the Combat Systems Engineering representative to the four-year milestone 
report “Surface Ship Survivability Design Principles.” In 1987 he was selected to be the Assistant 
Director For Naval Warfare for the Assistant Secretary Of The Navy (Shipbuilding & Logistics), with 
responsibility for all Weapon / Combat System programs pertaining to Surface Ships and Submarines, 
as well as Undersea, Land-Based, and Space-Based systems. In 1990, he was selected to be the Navy’s 
first Director for Naval Warfare for the Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Research, Development, & 
Acquisition)(ASN(RD&A)), with primary executive oversight responsibility for all U.S. Navy shipboard 
combat systems, and related coordination with all Navy Systems Commands, Office of the Chief of 
Naval Operations (OPNAV), U.S. Army, U.S. Air Force, U. S. Coast Guard, and Office of the Secretary 
of Defense (OSD), and for briefing Congressional members / staffs. He additionally was selected to 
serve as Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for DASN(Ships). In 1991, he was awarded 
the Congressional Flag by Congressman Quillen (R,TN), and was further commended by 
Congressman Wilson (D,TX), for his success in brokering an historic agreement between Congress, 
Navy, Army, and Industry regarding Depleted Uranium Penetrators. In 1993,ASN(RD&A) awarded 
him the Department of the Navy (DON) Superior Civilian Service Award & Medal, the Navy’s second 
highest honor, for his exemplary leadership and innovation which resulted in potential cost savings to 
the Navy of one billion dollars. In 1994, he was awarded the Rolling Airframe Missile (RAM) Plaque by 
the RAM Program Manager, for his outstanding performance in support of RAM Block I. In 1995, he 
was awarded both written Commendation and Plaque from the Ship Self Defense (SSD) Program 
Director for his successful leadership, which directly expedited development and deployment of 
those critical systems to the Fleet. In 1996, he was awarded written Flag-Level Commendations from 
both OPNAV and ASN(RD&A) for his successful leadership of Navy and OSD actions securing the 
Department’s ten billion dollar investment in SSD. In 1997, he was awarded written Flag-Level 







Commendations from both Director, Strategic Systems Programs and ASN(RD&A) for successfully 
brokering agreement between Air Force, Navy, and OSD for continued operation of Hypervelocity 
Wind Tunnel 9. In 1997, he was selected for Executive Study at the Defense Systems Management 
College (DSMC) and subsequently was awarded written Flag-Level Commendations from both the 
DSMC Commandant and ASN(RD&A) for his outstanding performance. In 1997, he was selected by 
ASN(RD&A) to be the Navy’s first Director for Aircraft Carriers & Amphibious Ships—with 
executive oversight of these Navy centerpiece programs and an annual budget of up to six billion 
dollars, while continuing to serve as Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy for DASN(Ships). 
In 1999, he was selected for Executive Study at NDU/ICAF, and subsequently was further selected to 
lead a multi-country delegation of senior military (0-5/0-6/0-7) & civilian (GS-14/15) executives for 
a round-the-world inspection of shipbuilding industrial facilities. In 2000, he graduated from 
NDU/ICAF with both a Senior Acquisition degree from Defense Acquisition University and a Master 
Of Science degree in National Resource Strategy from NDU/ICAF, and was selected to be 
“Distinguished Graduate” of NDU/ICAF Class of 2000. He was awarded written Flag-Level 
Commendations by both the Chair of NDU/ICAF and ASN(RD&A) for his academic excellence and 
his superb leadership of the Shipbuilding Industry Study and Seminar. In 2000,ASN(RD&A) awarded 
him his second DON Superior Civilian Service Award and Medal, citing his sustained exceptional 
performance in multiple Navy and Joint Service assignments. In 2000, he was selected to be the 
Navy’s first DPM for the Chief Of Naval Operations’ (CNO) Priority Program, Naval Fires Network 
(NFN). In 2001, he authored a unique NFN spiral acquisition approach which allowed that Mission- 
Critical Intelligence / Surveillance / Reconnaissance (ISR) System to transition from a Fleet Battle 
Experiment to Combat Deployment in five months, and which was cited as a key accomplishment in 
Navy testimony to Congress. In 2001, he was awarded a special Flag-Level Certificate Of 
Achievement by the Program Executive Officer For Theater Surface Combatants for his outstanding 
accomplishments as NFN DPM. In 2002, he retired from 37 years of Department of the Navy service, 
to accept the position ofVice President (Program Management) for Science Applications International 
Corporation (SAIC), a Fortune 500 company, and was further selected by the Deputy CNO 
(DCNO) to provide direct Pentagon-based support to DCNO for the CNO-Priority Program, 
FORCEnet. In 2003, he authored the Secretary of the Navy’s (SECNAV) first Report to Congress on 
FORCEnet, which was promulgated as Navy-wide strategy for spiral development of Net-Centric 
Warfare (NCW). In 2004, he authored the Navy’s first Joint NCW requirements, cited as a key 
accomplishment in Navy testimony to Congress. In 2005, he authored the Navy’s first FRCC Policy, 
which was implemented Navy-wide in all warfighting programs. In 2006, he authored an expanded 
FRCC Policy to include business program certification, which was instantiated Navy-wide via 
SECNAV Instruction. In 2007, he authored the Navy's first Enterprise Architecture & Data Strategy, 
which was implemented Navy-wide by the Navy’s Chief Information Officer (CIO). In 2008, he was 
awarded written Flag-Level Commendation from the Navy’s CIO for his outstanding performance 
supporting both the Navy CIO and the DCNO, and was additionally awarded the DCNO Medallion 
by ADCNO. In 2010, on the advice of his Cardiologist, Peter Blackledge retired from 45 years of 
Service in and in-support-of the U.S. Navy. 
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MY DEEP APPRECIATION TO: 


• Coach Robert Friedrich (USNA Director of Rowing and Head Men’s Coach for so very kindly, 
completely, and superbly supporting my Vision for the Christening & Launch of the Class of 1969 Navy Crew 
Racing Shell, making it a reality for my USNA Class Of 1969 Classmates, Varsity Heavyweight Crew 
Teammates, Family, Friends, and the Navy Crew Program — a cherished Memory & Memorial for each of 
them, and an honor to my beloved Father. Coach Friedrich’s many contributions include: 

.Hosting the Event, and providing Welcome comments; 

.Arranging for seating for all participants; 

.Arranging to have the iconic U. S. Navy Band perform at this event; 

.Working with the USNA Commandant to support the participation of current USNA 

Varsity Heavyweight Crew members in this historic event; 

.Establishing a Contingency Plan for use in case of Inclement Weather; 

.Supporting both my desire to continue and complete the “Blackledge Family Alpha-Omega USNA 

Navy Crew Racing Shell Series” Legacy, and also my desire to specially dedicate this Racing Shell to 
my USNA Class of 1969 classmates, by his excellent suggestion to affix both the Blackledge-Omega 
name and my USNA Class of 1969 year (Peter Blackledge, ‘69) to both sides of the Shell bow, while 
also having the Class of 1969 Crest visibly and permanently affixed to the interior skin of this Racing 
Shelll and additionally installing in the bow of this Racing Shell a special USNA Class of 1969 
Dedication Plaque, as follows: 



This Shell is dedicated to USNA Class of 1969 
Non Sibi Sed Patriae 


• Rusty Yeiser (Captain, U.S. Navy (Ret), USNA 74, Senior Director, Annual Programs. U.S. Naval Academy 
Foundation), and Dan Quattrini (USNA ‘81, U.S. Naval Academy Foundation) for arranging special Gate Access and 
Parking for all participants in this event, and for providing a Public Address System and Lectern for event Speakers. 


• Robert J. Fawcett (U.S. Marine (ret), my USNA Class Of 1969 Classmate and 16th CompanyMate), and Jeff 
Smitherman (Colonel, USMC, USNA Senior Marine Representative, Director of Humanities and Social Sciences) for 
arranging the special Ceremonial Color Guard for this historic Event. Many thanks and Semper Fi, Bob & Jeff! 


• Reverend Roger Vehorn (my USNA Class Of 1969 Classmate, 16th CompanyMate, and 3/C Year Roommate) for 
giving the Opening Prayer at this event. 


• Dr Steve Hudock (my USNA Class Of 1969 Classmate and the USNA Class Of 1969 Class Secretary) for 
scheduling and supporting this historic event as an official USNA Class Of 1969 50th Reunion Event, and for 
providing planning information for this event to all USNA Class of 1969 Company Representatives. 

• Howie Bacharach (my USNA Class Of 1969 Classmate and the USNA Class Of 1969 Webmaster) for posting and 
updating the planning and Commemorative Program for this event on our Class Of 1969 Website, for his support, 
and for his kindness in helping me with the myriad technical aspects surrounding this event and this 
Commemorative Program. 

• Todd Creekman (my USNA Class Of 1969 Classmate, and the USNA Class Of 1969 Class Historian) for his 
excellent insights, information, suggestions, and support. 

• Robin Blackledge, who transformed my Concept/Vision of this Commemorative Program into a treasured Keepsake. 
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• USNA Class of 1969 Company Representatives, for disseminating the planning information for this event to each 
of their Company members, thereby ensuring that all of the event planning information was provided to each of our 
USNA Class of 1969 Classmates. 

• My USNA Class of 1969 Classmates,, Varsity Heavyweight Crew Teammates, Family, and Friends, for so 
wonderfully supporting and participating in this event. 

• Individual USNA Classmates and Crew Teammates for facilitating my contact with the widows of our fallen Navy 
Crew teammates — specifically, Ron Gumbert USNA ‘69, with Linda Gembol; Steve Purdy USNA 71, with Joanne 
Montesano; Jim Schwenk USNA 70 with Janet Malone — thereby allowing me to hear their memories and share 
their loss, and letting them know that our USNA and Navy Crew Family always honors and supports them. 

• Rick Dempsey (my USNA Class of 1969 Classmate, and Varsity Heavyweight Crew Teammate) for his insightful 
suggestions and support. 

• The many extraordinary Distinguished Guests, Oarsmen Honorees, Event Moderators-Facilitators, and C4 Team 
Members at this event, for joining with my USNA Class Of 1969 Classmates, USNA Alumni, Varsity Heavyweight 
Crew Teammates, Family, and Friends, to make this event particularly special. 

• Gerald “Mitch” Mitchell (my USNA Class of 1969 Classmate, Varsity Heavyweight Crew Teammate, and 2/C Year 
Roommate), for traveling all the way from North Carolina just to support me at this one event. His extraordinary 
friendship and support have truly been a blessing. 

• Bill Weinberg (University of Pennsylvania Varsity Heavyweight Crew Oarsman and my Occoquan Boat Club 
Teammate) for his awesome friendship and support, and for helping me through this event. Under 

the extraordinary personal coaching which Bill & I received from Allen Rosenberg — Coach of the 1964 U. S. 
Olympic Gold Medal Team & the 1974 World Championships Gold Medal Team, the first U. S. National Technical 
Director of American Rowing, the President of Rowing Coaches of America, and Rowing Hall of Fame Member 
(Wikipedia) — Bill expertly and consistently stroked both our Occoquan Eight and Occoquan Four to Gold and 
Silver Medals in every one of the rowing competitions which we entered in 1989. This included our winning the 
1989 Open Eight regatta in Washington DC, in which we stuck a blow for Aging Ancient Mariner Oarsmen by our 
soundly trouncing not only the formidable, revered, and feared Potomac Boat Club but also all the many young 20- 
Something and Collegiate oarsmen crews who entered that regatta, followed by our winning international Gold 
Medals at the Royal Canadian Henley and the Open Masters of the Canadian National Championships. I continue to 
be best friends with Bill even though, immediately after our many 1989 rowing victories, he goaded, cajoled, and 
dared me (even buying me a red Speedo swimsuit) until I finally agreed to channel Mark Spitz with a display of our 
medals for a parody send-up of Mark Spitz’ 1972 U. S. Olympic picture, as shown below: 



• My Navy Crew Coaches and USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Teammates, for giving me some of the most 
extraordinary experiences, accomplishments, and memories of my life. 

• My many USNA Class of 1969 Classmates, USNA Varsity Heavyweight Crew Teammates, Family, and Friends 
who contributed to this Commemorative Program and historic event. 

• Barb Blackledge, Laura Foy, and Terry Tunks Wyrick, my three Best Friends, who had the extraordinary patience 
to proofread the thousands-to-millions of words — which I wrote and rewrote and rewrote myriad times— in 
developing the planning for this event, in drafting my May 17, 2019 Planning Memorandum, and in authoring this 
Commemorative Program. I can never thank them enough, as their decades of selfless Agape love and steadfast 
support have constantly strengthened and sustained me. 


36 






“NAVY BLUE AND GOLD” 


- Navy Blue and Gold is the alma mater of the United States Naval 
Academy. It is traditionally sung at the end of gatherings of midshipmen and 
alumni, including Naval Academy pep rallies and sporting events at which a 

band is present. (Wikipedia) - 


Navy Blue and Gold 


Now colleges from sea to sea 
May sing of colors true, 

But who has better right than we 
To hoist a symbol hue? 

For Sailors brave in batde fair 
Since fighting days of old, 

Have proved the Sailor’s right to wear 
The Navy Blue 8c Gold. 








This Commemorative Program was Conceptualized, Designed, Researched, Developed, Organized, 
Coordinated, and Produced by Peter Douglas Blackledge of the United States Naval Academy (USNA) 
Class Of 1969, in coordination with and with inputs from various USNA personnel, USNA Navy Crew 
Teammates, USNA Classmates/Alumni, Family, & Friends, supplemented with additional material 
researched by Peter Blackledge from Google, Pinterest, and other on-line /media sources, and with 
PowerPoint presentation services by Robin Blackledge. It’s purpose is to support the Christening and 
Launch of the USNA Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing Shell at USNA Hubbard Hall Boat House in 
Annapolis, Maryland, on October 25, 2019. Previously copyrighted material, where identified, is cited 
in parentheses. 


PETER BLACKLEDGE '69 


Copyright Notice 

This Commemorative Program and it’s individual elements are protected by U.S. and International copyright laws. 
The purpose of this Commemorative Program is to directly support the Christening and Launch of the USNA 
Class Of 1969 Navy Crew Racing Shell at USNA Hubbard Hall Boat House in Annapolis, Maryland, on October 
25, 2019. The use, appropriation, replication, reproduction, or distribution of this Commemorative Program or 
any part of this Commemorative Program for any other purpose or application without written permission of 
Peter Douglas Blackledge, or the use of any part of this Commemorative Program without fully crediting the 
source and Peter Douglas Blackledge, is prohibited. 


Copyright 2019 Peter Douglas Blackledge 















